
Section 67A of the Hazardous Substances and 
New Organisms (HSNO) Act allows the 
Authority (or a delegated decision maker) to 

make changes to an approval after it has been given—
but only if the change causes a minor effect, or 
corrects a minor or technical error.  

A minor effect
A minor effect is interpreted as not creating any 
changes to residual risk—the risk that any reasonable 
person would considered acceptable after applying 
the controls. Also, a minor effect must not result in 
changes to the financial costs of using and complying 
with the approval.

Examples of amendments to hazardous substance 
approvals that have minor effects are:
»	 Minor changes to controls that are considered 	
	 reasonably insignificant or unnoticeable. 
»	 Changes to controls in response to new technology 
	 or new information becoming available.
»	 Changes to approvals to provide consistency with  
	 other approvals.

Minor or technical error
By way of contrast, these amendments should be 
made solely for the purpose of correcting errors.  An 
error can be considered “minor” if it did not result 
in a different decision being made or affect the way 
the risk assessment was approached.

Examples of amendments to hazardous substance 
approvals to correct minor or technical errors are:
»	 Correcting typographical or drafting errors.
»	 Adjusting existing controls to make them more  
	 practical, workable or enforceable.
»	 Removing inconsistencies between the decision 
	 and the controls.
»	 Correcting information that was inadvertently  
	 overlooked or misinterpreted at the time the 
	 decision was made, providing it does not lead 
	 to a change in the way the controls are applied. 

The process
An application for a minor or technical amendment 
can be made by any person including the approval 
holder, an enforcement agency, or ERMA New Zealand.

Applications for minor amendments are not open to 
public submission. If the application affects an approval 
that had been the subject of a public hearing then 
ERMA New Zealand will notify it in the Bulletin† and 
on its website so the public are aware of what changes 
are being considered. 

If the Authority is satisfied the amendment can be 
considered minor or technical, it may amend the 
approval under section 67A of the Act. Any changes 
made to an existing approval are notified in the 
Bulletin and the updated decision is posted on the 
ERMA New Zealand website. 
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† The Bulletin can be downloaded at:
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