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WHAT  I S  A  T E S T  C E RT I F I E R ?

‘Test certifiers’ are individuals who are authorised to issue test certificates.  Test certifiers have to be
approved by the Environmental Risk Management Authority (the “Authority”).  

WHAT  I S  A  T E S T  C E RT I F I C AT E ?

Some controls on hazardous substances will require checking. A test certificate issued by an authorised
test certifier who has appropriate expertise will verify that the required specification has been met. 

The need for test certificates will be included, where appropriate, in controls set by the Authority. For
example test certificates will be required to verify that containers or dispensers for particularly hazardous
substances such as LPG tanks or petrol pumps meet the required specifications. Approved handlers, who
are required to handle particularly hazardous substances, must also be approved by a test certifier.

ARE  T E S T  C E RT I F I C AT E S  N E EDED  I N  THE  T R AN S I T I ONA L  P ER I OD ?

Test certificates will only be required as part of the controls on an approval for a new hazardous substance.
During the transitional period test certificates will not be required for exsisting substances, but they may
be required for any new substances approved in the interim.

WHAT  I S  TH E  T R AN S I T I ONA L  P ER I OD ?

The transitional provisions of the Hazardous Substance and New Organisms Act 1996 
(the “HSNO Act”) do two very important things.

First, they provide for substances which are in existing legal use  to continue in use under exactly the same
conditions until they have been transferred to the HSNO Act.  So, in essence, if you are complying with
the existing law, and the menu of substances you import, manufacture or use is not going to change, you
are not immediately affected by the HSNO Act.  You will be affected once existing substances 
are transferred. 
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Substances will be transferred in groups. It is expected that these
transfers will take place as follows:

Explosives February 2003
Dangerous Goods April 2003
Controlled vertebrate poisons July 2003
Non-controlled vertebrate poisons July 2003
and fumigants
Timber treatment chemicals July 2003
(anti-sapstains and 
timber preservatives)
Remainder of pesticides November 2003

Secondly, the transitional provisions provide for existing
substances, which are covered by the transitional provisions, to
be subject to much the same conditions as they are at present.  So
if you have a dangerous goods licence for particular activities or
facilities – the licence will continue in effect, and will have to be
renewed in the same way as at present.

When existing substances are transferred at the conclusion of the
transitional period for that class of substance, licensing
requirements will be replaced by ones for test certificates.

WHAT  ABOUT  ‘ N EW ’ SUB S TANCE S ?

Approval must be obtained from the Authority before a
hazardous substance may be imported or manufactured. The
exception to this is when the hazardous substance is covered by
an exemption, an existing approval or by the transitional
provisions.

In approving the import or manufacture of a ‘new’ hazardous
substance the Authority may impose controls on the substance.
These controls may include the requirement that users of the
substance obtain a test certificate to check that the controls are
being complied with.

HOW DO  I  F I ND  OUT  WHETHER  I  N E ED  
A  T E S T  C E RT I F I C AT E ?

Initially the Authority will not use test certificates for new
substances if it is possible to make alternative reference to an
existing regulatory instrument, eg a licence.  However, some new
approvals may include test certificate requirements.  

To check what controls apply to a hazardous substance you
should check the Register of approved substances online at
www.ermanz.govt.nz /search

HOW DO  I  L O C AT E  A  T E S T  C E RT I F I E R ?

During the transitional period there is likely to be a limited
demand for test certificates. Nevertheless, there will be a small,
but sufficient, number of qualified test certifiers available to issue
test certificates that may be required.

The list of approved test certifiers is on ERMA New Zealand’s
website and it will be added to as more test certifiers become
qualified.  Check this information to find a suitable person who
is reasonably close to you, and is approved to issue the particular
test certificate that you need.  www.ermanz.govt.nz /search

FURTHER  I N FORMAT I ON

ERMA New Zealand has prepared a suite of publications. You
may find the publications listed below to be of particular
relevance. 

User Guide 

Becoming a Test Certifier

Quick Guide 

Applying for a Hazardous Substance Approval
Enforcement and Compliance

Information Sheet 

Determining the Status of a Hazardous Substance

Publications produced by ERMA New Zealand are available 
on our website www.ermanz.govt.nz/publications/

The website www.hsno.govt.nz is a gateway to HSNO. 
It provides general information about the HSNO Act and also
enables visitors to the site to link to elements of the ERMA 
New Zealand and Ministry for the Environment web sites and
other government agencies which are involved in the
administration of the HSNO Act.

The quick guide series should be used as a guide only and not as a substitute for the HSNO Act, Regulations or Methodology. Please talk to ERMA New Zealand if you have any questions.
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