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AERIAL 1080 VECTOR CONTROL
MONITORING REQUIREMENTS AND COSTS

The post operation monitoring requirements are operation specific and determined by
various factors but (aside from RTC target performance monitoring} are driven mainly by
Medical Officer of Health (MOH) and landowner or land manager (eg Forest Stewardship
Council (FSC} and iwi) requirements

The MOH requirements are very detailed and specific and are issued under powers
delegated by ERMA.  An example of MOH requirements for a Hawke’s Bay aerial
operation is attached.

Aerial operations carried out on Department of Conservation (DoC) controlled land
require completion of an AEE (Assessment of Environmental Effects). These are also
very detailed and can take anything from several days to weeks to complete.

Pre and post-operation monitoring varies but can include the following:

1. Pre-operation wildlife surveys (usually specific birdlife)

2. Post-operation wildlife surveys (again usually specific birdlife but the FSC
requires monitoring of non-target species and the scope of this monitoring would
be established prior to each operation)

3. Post-operation water testing

4 Post-operation inspections and bait removal — exclusion zones, roads, tracks,
water supplies, lodges/huis/shelters

As the monitoring requirements are operation specific so are the costs. However water
testing and inspections are the most standard reguirements and for an average sized
operation will incur costs of at least $3,000 {note that aerial operations are almost
exclusively carried out in rugged terrain requiring walking or helicopter access ie labour
intensive or high hourly rates) Any wildlife surveys will be additional to this and these
cost between $10,000 and $20,000 each. AEE’s are an additional cost

It is estimated that the average total monitoring cost (excluding possum density
monitoring) incurred due to existing operational and legislative requirements is $6,000
per operation or approximately $300,000 p.a for AHB operations.

Actual aerial operation and performance monitoring costs for 2005/06 are shown in the
attached spreadsheet
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